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J. O. Raisin 3-story duplex 1878 
213-215 North Liberty Street 
Centreville 
Private 

This 3-story frame duplex is one of four houses 
constructed by Joseph 0. Raisin in 1873. The exact 
mate to this house was demolished in 1930 and the other 
two houses are slightly different. Raisin was very 
active in real estate during this period and owned at. 
the time of his death, in 1835, several dozen such 
properties in Centreville. 
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This 3-story frame duplex, located on the west 

side of North Liberty Street one half block north 

of Broadway, is the mate to 209-211 North Liberty 

Street, demolished in 1980. It was constructed 

in 1878 by Joseph O. Raisin along with its mate and 

two other structures north of this house. 

The building is three stories in height and 

four bays wide. It consists of a one bay, three 

story 'A' roof section with integral two story 

leanto and a second, one story leanto, both of which 

are narrower than the section preceding. 

The Liberty Street facade is identical to 

its former neighbor, with entrance doors on the 

outer bays and two 6/6 windows in the center. The 

second story has four 6/6 sash windows and the 

third story has four 3/3 sash windows. There is a 

large brick chimney in the center of the building 

servicing both halves of the duplex. The entire 

building is covered with composition siding, and 

the roof with corrugated metal. 

The gables of the house have one 6/6 sash 

window on each of the three floors of the front 

section and each of the two floors in the rear. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

113-115 North Liberty Street and the two houses 

north of it, and the former house south of it, were 

constructed by J. O. Raisin. The four buildings 

stand on a lot Raisin purchased from James Smith, 

a Centreville carpenter and builder, in February, 

1878. A map published the preceding year in 

the Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne's Counties 

identifies Smith as the owner and shows that the 

(2) lot was undeveloped. Raisin evidently began 

construction immediately, as the tax abatement 

list for 1878 orders that Raisin be charged for 

the "new houses and Lot on Liberty Street, $2500". 

The pencil instription on the back of a mantel 

in #209 North Liberty makes it clear that Raisin 

was the builder. The chancery papers filed 

following Raisin's death about the year 1885 

describe all four buildings in some detail, even 

noting the names of the tenants living in the 

4-K I W U) 

three occuDied houses. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

7.1 DESCRIPTION 

There is an overhanging eave around the house which is 

very plain, but flush with side of the back leanto. 

The third section is recessed enough for a window 

in the back of the first leanto and the shed roof begins 

at the sill of the 3/3 sash window of the second story 

(possibly 6-pane casement). Between the two back windows 

is a second large chimney servicing both halves of the 

duplex. This chimney exists about 1 1/2 feet above the 

roof, the rest having fallen. Returning to the rear 

leanto, there is a door on the south and north walls 

and two windows on the west side. 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 

8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The four houses were offered for sale individually 

by the Trustees, but the bids were rejected as too 

low, and it was not until 1900 that the property was 

finally sold. William McKenney and Clayton Wright 

bought the original lot and all four houses for 

$1205. ' Within two weeks, McKenney and Wright sold 

( 6) the property to Jonathon Scotton and in the fall of 

1903 Scotton sold it to John M. Mason for $ 1 5 0 0 . ' 

In this deed it is noted that the adjoining property 

to the south is owned by Dr. S. E. Ford and used by 

William J. Woodford as a livery stable. The building 

on this adjoining property was demolished in the fall 

of 1978. 

Evidently Mason formed a partnership with Pere 

T. Forman, for in 1927 the four dwelling houses and 

other property were involved in a Bankruptcy settlement, 

and Mason found it necessary to purchase the lots from 

(8) Trustees charged with settling their affairs. 

Mason died in 1928, and in 1931 his wife sold all four 

(9) houses and other real estate to Bertha V. France* 

who sold it in 1936 to Louise M. Kenton. This 

deed notes that #209 is bounded on the south "by the 

blacksmith's shop once in the occupancy of Henry 



QA-412 

CONTINUATION SHEET 
• 

8.2 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

R. Louis". In 1972, Louise Kenton executed a deed 

conveying the property to herself and Gertrude K. 

Kochli as joint tenants.*11' Louise Kenton died in 

December 1977, and the following fall Gertrude K. 

Kochli sold the land and four houses to C. Marvin 

Clark.(12) 
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Footnotes 

(1) Deeds, Liber JW 8, folio 291. February 9, 1878. 

(2) Atlas of Kent and Queen Anne's Counties. 

(3) Tax Abatement List for Centreville, 1878, p. 27. 

(4) Chancery Cause No. 823. 

(5) Deeds, Liber JEG 1, folio 345. December 26, 1900. 

(6) Deeds, Liber JEG 1, folio 347. January 9, 1901. 

(7) Deeds, Liber BHT 7, folio 193. October 5, 1903. 

(3) Deeds, Liber BHT 7, folio 197. September 23, 1927. 

(9) Deeds, Liber BHT 13, folio 415. September 24, 1931 

(10) Deeds, Liber WHC 2A, folio 347. January 18, 1936. 

(11) Deeds, Liber CWC 65, folio 279. June 28, 1972. 

(12) Deeds, Liber CWC 141, folio 497. October 2, 1978. 
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